
Natural Lands friends have been expressing to us their interest in learning more about the impact  
of new legislation on philanthropic giving and in thinking creatively about a pre-June 30th fiscal  
year-end contribution to Natural Lands. We are pleased to share the following opportunities and 
encouragements from fellow supporters.

Giving to Natural Lands through a Donor Advised Fund
If you have a Donor Advised Fund, now is the perfect time to allocate philanthropic resources you 
have set aside already to advance Natural Lands’ priorities for saving open space, caring for nature, 
and connecting people to the outdoors. 

“Giving through my Donor Advised Fund is an easy and efficient 
way to support the organization that I respect  
and care so much about.”
Jane G. Pepper | Natural Lands Board Member

The Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act and Its Potential
The CARES Act, recently enacted in response to COVID-19, contains provisions for individuals 
interested in supporting charities like Natural Lands that are benefitting communities during  
this difficult time. A provision of this sweeping legislation enables individuals that itemize to 
deduct charitable cash contributions up to 100% of their adjusted gross income (AGI) during  
the 2020 calendar year. Beyond this, contributions in excess of total AGI can be carried forward 
for up to five additional years. (This provision cannot be used to fund Donor Advised Funds.)

Maximizing Your Individual Retirement Account (IRA) to Impact Conservation
For 2020, the CARES Act has waived Required Minimum Distributions (RMDs) for IRAs and other 
retirement plans. If you are 70½ or older, keep in mind that you still qualify to take advantage of your 
IRA for charitable gift purposes (referred to as a Qualified Charitable Distribution). 



“I support Natural Lands using funds from my IRA—it’s an  
easy and effective way to make a donation. During this time  

of crisis, when we all are turning to nature for solace and 
renewal, I feel it’s my responsibility and privilege to help  

further the critical work of Natural Lands.”  
Peter Hausmann | Natural Lands Board Member

Beyond the opportunity for immediate impact, you can also make Natural Lands the beneficiary of 
your IRA (or other investment or savings accounts). It costs you nothing now but will have a lasting 
influence on our region’s conserved landscape.

“I made Natural Lands a beneficiary of my IRA. I like that their 
work is local, and they have an excellent reputation for land  
and financial stewardship. It’s rewarding to know that my gift 
will help make a lasting difference.”
Anne Swigart | Allston Jenkins Legacy Society Member

Interested in Making a Gift that Provides You with Income and Benefits Natural Lands Later? 
Charitable Gift Annuities are win-win arrangements that provide you with a set, annual payout along with 
the satisfaction of knowing that the remainder will someday benefit Natural Lands. You can also plan for 
future income needs by establishing a Charitable Gift Annuity now and deferring payouts until later. 

“I feel called to help save what is left of natural habitat,  
and the Charitable Gift Annuity is a great opportunity 
to make an extra contribution and then benefit from a 

consistent payout for the rest of my life.” 
George Benz | Allston Jenkins Legacy Society Member

Our mission is critical. Our commitment is unwavering. Nature is essential to all.
As always, we encourage you to contact your own financial advisor with questions related to your 
specific situation. But with the promise that you can count on Natural Lands to make the most of 
your conservation investment, we’d love to hear from you as well! 

For additional conversation, please call or email:
Ann Hausmann, Vice President of Development at 610-353-5587 x242 | hausmann@natlands.org 
Suzanne Barton, Director of Planned Giving at 610-353-5587 x313 | sbarton@natlands.org
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